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after the outbreak of the Italo-Turkish war, with Russia's
blessing, led to the conclusion of a treaty of alliance on Feb-
ruary 297 March 13, 1912. A secret annex to the treaty pro-
vided for the partition, between the Balkan allies, of the
greater part of European Turkey (specifically Macedonia),
such partition to take place at an opportune moment. This
annex also recognized Russia as the umpire over any con-
troversy which might arise between the Allies.16 This pro-
vision ensured to Russia the decisive word in any redistribu-
tion of territory and thus safeguarded by implication her
interests in the region of the Straits. This alliance, to which
subsequently Greece and Montenegro adhered, was of
course concluded in anticipation of finding Turkey materi-
ally weakened by the war with Italy—a circumstance which
could be utilized by the allied Balkan states to realize their
ambitions which, in turn, would put Russia in a stronger
position than ever before with reference to Turkey, Con-
stantinople, and the Straits.17
The closure of the Straits by Turkey in April, 1912, fol-
lowing the attack by the Italian fleet on the Dardanelles,
short-lived as it was, inflicted serious losses on Russian com-
merce and made Russia more conscious of the disadvanta-
geous regime, from her own point of view, governing nav-
igation through the Straits. Within a few years these dis-
advantages had been brought home to her twice: in the war
with Japan her inability to get out her Black Sea fleet em-
16	For the text of the treaty and of the secret annex, see British Docu-
ments, Vol. IX, Pt. I, p. 781."
17	Interesting light on Russia's role in the creation of the Balkan
alliance is thrown in British Documents, Vol. DC,  Pt. I, Chap. 76,
pp. 5i3fT. See also W. L. Langer, "Russia, the Straits Question and the
Origins of the Balkan League," Political Science Quarterly, Vol. 43
(1928), pp. 32ifT. See also Sir George Buchanan, My Mission to Russia
(London, 1923), Vol. I, pp. 120-121; but cf. Taube, op. cit., pp. 244^.

